











Court Summaries continued from page 7
SEARCH AND SEIZURE

SUPERIOR COURT

STOP AND FRISK — Fourth Amend-
ment — Article I, Section 8 — report of
black male with gun — man not match-
ing clothing description — walking
away from police numerous times —
hands in pockets — mere encounter —
refusal to remove hands from pockets
— high crime area — reasonable sus-
picion — grant of motion to suppress
evidence reversed

Com. v. Thomas, 2018 PA Super. 18 (Feb.1,
2018) — Order granting motion to sup-
press evidence reversed, finding police ap-
proach of black man in high crime area

after police received report of black male
with gun was mere encounter, and police
had reasonable suspicion to pat-down the
man after he changed directions at least
four times when police were circling the

block and refused to take his hands from

his pockets upon police request.

WORKERS’ COMPENSATION

COMMONWEALTH COURT

ATTORNEY’S FEES — UNREASON-
ABLE CONTEST — expert medical
testimony — conflict — credibility —
Section 440 — 77 P.S. 996 — totality
of circumstances — limited standard of
review — accepted or established work

injury — en banc court — order revers-
ing award of attorney’s fees affirmed

Sarmiento-Hernandez v. W.C.A.B., No.
1799 CD 2016 (Feb. 13, 2018) — Order
reversing award of unreasonable contest
attorney’s fees affirmed since, by failing
to have expert express opinion whether
claimant fully recovered from expanded
work injury alleged in review petition,
employer assumed risk termination peti-
tion would be denied and review petition
granted if expert testimony of employer
not credited, but that does not render
employer contest of review petition unrea-
sonable when it presents competent medi-
cal evidence claimant fully recovered from
accepted work injury.

Member

Connecting with other PBA members
sometimes happens in unexpected ways,
in places other than at CLE sessions or
section events. A new Bar News feature
called “Minute with a Member” allows
you to make connections by reading the
stories of PBA members.

Any PBA member can provide informa-
tion for the “Minute with a Member” fea-
ture by completing a few survey questions.
The Bar News editor will write an article
highlighting your story and contact you
for a photograph.

If youre interested in telling your story,
please complete the following survey and
send it to Nancy Wilkes, Bar News editor,
at nancy.wilkes@pabar.org.

1. Name/name of firm/position/loca-
tion

2. Where did you attend law school?

3.  What would people be surprised to
know about you?

4. What’s on your desk right now?
What's your media mix?

6. When youre not working, what do
you do?

7.  What is your favorite book and why?
Who is your hero and why?

9.  When you were a child, what did you
want to be when you grew up?

Connectwith other PBA members and give
themanotherwaytoconnectwithyou. Send
in your responses now by emailing them to
nancy.wilkes@pabar.org.




PBA Honors Local Bar Associations with CCBL Awards

The PBA honored the following county bar associations for notable projects and pro-
grams with County Bar Recognition Awards during the 52nd Annual Seminar of the
Conference of County Bar Leaders, Feb. 22-24, in Lancaster.

“Bar leadership starts at the local level and is often time-consuming and challenging to our
existing bar friendships. As a past president of the Conference of County Bar Leaders, I
understand the everyday work that county bar leaders must face,” said Sharon R. Lépez,
PBA president. “I’s an inspiration to see lawyers bettering communities where they live
and work, and it is important to recognize this commitment to service. I commend the
county bar associations and the many volunteers needed to make these programs a suc-
cess.

Allegheny County Bar Association: Coffee with Coffey
Beaver County Bar Association: Beaver County Bench Bar Conference, Wills for He-

roes and YLD Charity Golf Outing

Berks County Bar Association: 287(g) Agreements and Immigration Status Issues Semi-
nar

Bucks County Bar Association: Mediation Moments

Butler County Bar Association: Butler County Bar Association 125th Anniversary Cel-
ebration and Butler County Bar Association Foundation

Chester County Bar Association: Learning On Line (LOL) and Member Appreciation
Month

Cumberland County Bar Association: The 14th Amendment: Transforming American
Democracy and 2017 Adopt-A-Family

Dauphin County Bar Association: Pro Bono Driver’s License Restoration Intake Clinic
Delaware County Bar Association: YLS Fundraiser for Drexel Neumann Academy and
Women in the Law Committee

Franklin County Bar Association: 15th Bench Bar Conference of the 39th Judicial Dis-
trict and Law Day

Lackawanna Bar Association: Crisis Intervention Training

Lebanon County Bar Association: Toys for Tots and Wills for Heroes

Lycoming Law Association: Wills for Heroes, Mock Trial Competition and Law Day
and Holiday Toy and Clothing Drive

Monroe County Bar Association: Modest Means Program and YLD Program for At-
Risk High School Students

Montgomery Bar Association: Lawyerpalooza: A Landmark Anniversary Concert Cel-
ebration and Fundraiser, Access to Justice Summit and “EPIC” Eviction Prevention Pro-
gram and MontgomeryBar.org Relaunch

Northampton County Bar Association: Book Buddies

Pike County Bar Association: Sandy Beecher Good Shepherd Playground and Green
Trees Playground Dedication

Philadelphia Bar Association: Take Action Philly (TAP)

Schuylkill County Bar Association: Annual Presidents’ Dinner, Bench-Bar Conference
and Sponsorship of Schuylkill County Historical Society WW1I Exhibit

Washington County Bar Association: 125th Anniversary Celebrations and “Raise the
Bar” Foundation Campaign

Westmoreland Bar Association: Focus Groups, 40-Year Recognition and Launch of
New Website and Database

Wilkes-Barre Law and Library Association: Judicial Sessions and CLE Programs by the
Pa. Superior and Commonwealth Courts, Supreme Court Review 2017 and County in
Crisis: The Opioid Epidemic — A Public Legal/Medical Education Program

York County Bar Association: Impact Grants, Legal Aid and Scholarships 2017, Ex-
pungement Clinics 2017 and Wills for Heroes 2017

 What's Going On -

The PBA Environmental and Energy Law Section Meet and Greet Reception with
Cecil Rodrigues, deputy regional administration of EPA Region III in Philadelphia,
and Alex Chiaruttini, chief counsel of DEP, is March 12, 5:30-7 p.m., at Hangley
Aronchic Segal Pudlin & Schiller, Philadelphia.

The PBA Public Utility Law Section Meet and Greet Reception with Public Util-
ity Commissioner Norman J. Kennard is March 14, 5-7 p.m., at PBA headquarters,
Harrisburg.

The PBA Commission on Women in the Profession Spring Conference is March
22 in Philadelphia with simulcasts in Erie, Pittsburgh, Mechanicsburg, Scranton and
Allentown.

The PBA Administrative Law and Labor and Employment Law sections with Drex-
el University Thomas R. Kline School of Law CLE, “A PCHR Playbook: The Xs and
Os of Practice Before the Philadelphia Commission on Human Relations,” March 22,
4-6 p.m., in Philadelphia.

The PBA Statewide High School Mock Trial Competition is March 23-24 in Har-
risburg.

The PBA Administrative Law Section Commonwealth Court Practicam is April
10. Details will be announced soon.

The PBA Civil Litigation Section Annual Retreat is April 13-15 at Skytop Lodge,
Skytop.

The PBA Collaborative Law Committee Peace Institute is May 3-5 at the PBI Con-
ference Center, Philadelphia.

The PBA Annual Meeting is May 9-11 at the Hershey Lodge, Hershey.

The PBA Young Lawyer Division Executive Council Retreat is June 8-9 at the Get-
tysburg Hotel, Gettysburg.

Unless otherwise noted, find more information in the PBA Events Calendar at www.pabar.
org or call the PBA Member Services Center at 800-932-0311.
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